
Our granting 
priorities

About us

The Ontario Trillium Foundation is an agency of the 
Government of Ontario. We are one of Canada's leading 
grantmaking foundations.

Our time-limited grants to charitable and not-for-profit  
organizations fund capital, operating and specific project 
costs in support of four sectors: arts and culture,  
environment, human and social services and sports 
and recreation.

Our grants have a wide and lasting impact in 
communities across Ontario. They provide critical 
support for organizations to build on their strengths, 
improve their capacity, develop new ideas and move 
forward.

We have two granting programs:  Community and 
Province-Wide.  More than 300 local volunteers work 
in 16 regional Grant Review Teams to review and 
recommend projects for funding under the 
Community Program. A committee of the 
Foundation’s Board of Directors reviews and 
recommends Province-Wide Program grants. 
We recently added a Future Fund program.

The Foundation’s volunteer Board of Directors ratifies
all grant approvals in both programs.  

Our vision

The Ontario Trillium Foundation is a catalyst that 
enables Ontarians to work together to enhance the 
quality of life in their communities.  We believe that 
communities across Ontario are rich in talent, 
creativity and drive, and our grants stimulate 
communities to build on these assets.

Our mission

Building healthy and vibrant communities throughout 
Ontario by strengthening the capacity of the 
voluntary sector, through investments in community-
based initiatives. 
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Our granting priorities

The Foundation will support the building of healthy 
and vibrant communities through community-based 
initiatives that strengthen the capacity of organizations 
in the arts and culture, environment, human and social 
services and sports and recreation sectors.

In particular, the Foundation will place priority on 
supporting organizations that work in the following 
areas to help Ontarians achieve their potential:

To contact the OTF office serving
 your area, please visit our website at 

www.trilliumfoundation.org  
or call 1.800.263.2887

Our application deadlines:
March 1, July 1 and November 1

Our granting principles

The Ontario Trillium Foundation (OTF) will 
continue to observe the following granting 
principles:

The voluntary sector plays a critical role in 
building healthy and vibrant communities.  
OTF will work to achieve its mission by 
supporting the work and enhancing the long-
term capacity of organizations in the sector.

OTF grants will support organizations in the 
arts and culture, environment, human and 
social services and sports and recreation 
sectors.

In small communities with a limited voluntary 
sector, OTF may support the work of 
municipalities and libraries in order to achieve 
its mission, specifically in the arts and culture 
and the sports and recreation sectors.

Respect for diversity, inclusion and 
volunteerism are fundamental to the work of 
OTF.

OTF offers three types of time-limited grants: 
project/operating only, capital only and 
project/operating and capital combined.

Enhanced success for students and 
learners, including community support for 
people with learning disabilities, early 
childhood programs, literacy programs, arts 
education programs, libraries in small 
communities and homework clubs.

Healthier and more physically active 
Ontarians, including community sports and 
recreation, recreation for people with 
disabilities, coaching programs, health 
promotion, mental health programs, 
shelters, food banks and clean environment 
initiatives.

Enhanced employment and economic 
potential for workers and their families, 
including community economic 
development, energy conservation, job skills 
for newcomers and refugees and job skills 
for individuals with disabilities.

More effective volunteers and more 
people engaged in their communities, 
including volunteer training, recruitment and 
retention programs, community leadership 
development and renewal, celebrating and 
preserving heritage, mentoring programs, 
community arts and safe community 
initiatives.

The Ontario Trillium Foundation is an 
agency of the Government of Ontario. 


